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Alice Ravenel Huger Smith . . . artist, naturalist, daughter, Charlestonian . . . at 10, lived through the

biggest earthquake to hit the Eastern Seaboard . . . took weekend nature walks through the

Lowcountry at the turn of the last century . . . was a product of a close-knit family, and wonderfully

caring father, Reconstruction in the South, and the culture that is the Carolina Lowcountry. Through

her own words, and with plates of her artwork to illustrate the way, this book is a feast for the eyes

and a fascinating journey through her lifetime. Miss Smith was mindful to paint rice fields,

marsh-scapes, and people who, now gone, will live eternally through her collection. This book is

more than lovely paintings. Through it, we are treated to her artwork, we read her interpretations,

and we enjoy her first-hand recounts of lifestyles in earlier times. Ex: She tells of mail delivery in her

grandmother's youth. The letter came to the recipient, who went inside the house, then brought out

a quarter to pay for its delivery. (No licking stamps, I guess!) On another page she recounts her

statement to a northern artist about her inability to paint snow (too rare here!), when he commented

on how she painted Spanish moss, which he found most difficult. Buy this book, steep a cup of Earl

Grey Tea, and transform yourself back to Charleston, South Carolina during its Renaissance days.

Enjoy!

Beautiful water colors. Unfortunately life for some was not. If only everything could have as special



as her work. After finishing the book I plan to visit Charleston SC and actually see her art.

LIttle known southern artist whose work is excellent. The book is her story and her art which will

leave you spellbound.

Great book , very interesting... love the color photos of her work... would love to see it in person.

It is his Chrisrmas present. He asked for it and will love it.
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